JASON“% HELL

The Final Friday
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by Mike Baronas

eteran Hollywood stuntman Kane Hodder has played out his third and final stint as as the nomadic Camp
Crystal Lake slasher Jason Voorhees - or has he? With rumors of a Jason versus Freddy project !:_ruzzing Inud_r:rthan
a weedwacker to the cranium, the 38 year old Hodder remains secretive, yet optimistic, about his future behind the

trademark goalie mask

G.ALT.: S0 Kane, when can we expect
theat Jason vs. Freddy flick?

Kane Hodder: {Lawghs) Well, | haven’t
hizard anythmg official, but who's to say? I
mean, | think it'd be a great idea,

{7.A.5.P.: You'd be into doing it then [ mke
it,

KH: Oh absolutely. If we ever did it, yeah.
["m looking forward to kicking Freddy's
ass! ['ve been wantmg to do that for years!

G.A5P.: | know Wes Craven is in the
process of filmung & Nighrmare On Elm
Sereet 7.

KH: It's funny thai you mention it. Just
three hours ago [ was on the s with Robert
(Enghind). They're shootmg not that far
from my howse, so [ buzzed in there and sat
around for an howr or so talkmg o him and
Wes.

r.ALSP.: How does everything seem fo be
going?

KH: It seems to be going prethy well.

{r.AS.P.: How did you get started as a
suntmaEn?

K H: I just decided that | wanted to try it, so

| moved to LA and started banging on doors
with my head and eventually people 12 me
do some stumts. It ook & while thoogh. It°s
a hard business to break into, especially if
you don't know anyons.

AL F.: And you
came in nof knowing
a soul right?

EH: Mot st all
That's why it took
me longer than most
pecple o get estab-
lished.

G.ASP.: Today, 1
BSSUIINE, you Teprob-
ably one of the most
sought afier stuni-
mea.

KH: Well, thers are
a certain number of
people that make a
good living at it and
1 happen to be one
of them.

GLAS P Could you

tell me about some

of your projects prior
to taking on the role

of Jazon?

EH: Let's see, That was quite 2 while ago.
| had done some other borror movies - the
garly Howse movies, Prison and Ghost
T, Tdid The Hills Have Eves 2 wath Wes
Craven nnd a few other thmgs, but before
did Jason [ was doing TV staff. | worked
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on fhe  [roredible
Hulk and The Dukes
of Hagard. [ was do-
mng a lotof TV there
for & while and then
siarted moving indo
features,

A5 P Were you
a fan of the Friday
BETIES pror 1O part
=

KH: Absolutely,
I've always been a
hommor fan since |
can remember - all
the way back to The
Birds. That movie
scared the shit out of
me and ever since
then 1"ve loved 'em.

A5 P What's
your favorite Friday
the 13th flm?

KH: Of course I'm
poing o lean towards
the ones 1 did, but it's a toss up between
part 7 and Jason Goes To Hell | like part
7 because the director went o such great
lengths 0 make Jasonm look really cood, |
thought. He came up with some really m-
teresting shots.

GASP.: Like that rising shot of Jason's
rofting back and spine.

KH: That was one of my favorie shots,
And then the one whers the guy's walkang
through the knichen and the lightning strikes
amd pest for a second you see me standing
in the corper. [1°s such a cool lookmpe shod.
Some people dom't catch that until they
watch it again.

G.AGSTP.: Mow Kane, what was the deal
with part &7

KH: (Laughs) You notice [ didn’t bring
that one up.

(z.ANP.: | notced that. In the end when
Jason's consamed by toxic sewer wasts and
tarns back mio a kid, was that Paramount’s
twisted way of trymg to revive the seres?

KH: [ really don"t know their way of trymg
torend it for good and have an ending that no
one conld ever pick up from. But, as it
turped oot, nobody really wanted to pick uwp
from thet ending.

ASP.: Luckily New Line stepped in.

K H: There are many reasons why ["'m giad
Mew Line took over the franchise, but o
wonkd take me forever to hst them all.
Everything that was mvolved m the making
of Jason Goes To Hell made me happy. Just
the way they do business is really the way
vou need to handle this tyvpe of flm. They
knew how to exphoif the film, and that"s not
necessanly a bad thing. They know how to
market it; how to get people interested. And
obviously beswesn the fact that it"s & much
better made film and the marketing of it, it
was the most successful hormor movie of
1993 O its opening week it was 2 behmd
The Fugimive,

{(7.A.5.P.: How do vou think you mmproved
omn the Jison character upon vour arrval in
part T?

EH: Mot w sound
like I"'m blowmg my
own horn, but people
tell me that they ve
always liked how |
plaved the character
better than other
people. And 1f this 15
the case, | think 1t"s
becanse | thorough-
ly emjoy playmg the
chamicter whereas
nobody before me
really, really did. |
love it, =0 I take
some care amd put
some  thought mio
what | 'm gpomg todo.
| thnk it comes
across in the perfor-
mance that it's not
jqust hke hxmbermg
through a part - *All
right, give me the
check' 1 just do
what feels natural
and that's what ends
up loolkong the best,

Friday the I3th, Part VII: The New Blood - interesting start, cheesy finish.

G.ASP: Are you comfortable being
touted to the peneral public as Jason?

KH: It"s better than not being fouted atall.
I was doing stunts for 12 years before [ got
the part and nobody anywhere had ever
heard my name. And | bad done some stuff
wieere | was Liemlly nsking my hife. All of
a sudden, vou play a character hke thes and
evervbody knows your name. 5o it's kmd

of ne.

L ALSP.: There zeems to have been a Iot
cut ot of Jazon Goer To Hell

KH: Wait ‘0l vou see the video version.

G AS P | heard something shout a whole
‘Jasoo-bell baby® seguepce that wasn®t m-
cluded.

KH: | don't know 1f that"ll be in because
that wasn't cut because of gore. That was
cul because maybe il didn't work as well
with the story. Bul as far as the stuff that
was cot because the ratmgs board, m ther
infinite wisdom, decided if was too graphic,
that siuff is all going o be i the video



version; which is great becaunse | hate when
they cut that stuff out, It kind of defeats the
Purpose i it

GLASP.: We didn't see Jason all that much
either. Will there be any exta footage?

KH: No, becanse nothing was really cut
out as fir as Jason sff. It was wnitten that

KH: Oh boy, there's been a few. | can pick
one from each movie as a matter of fact.
Pari 7. the underwnter stoff was meredibly
hard because of the way we did it. [t was the
last bwo days of shooting, we were in 8 dive
pool in Alabama, and it was exhausting
because evervihimg we had to shoot was
underwater. And [ was i that suspended
mixde for @ great deal of that to maich the

wis used to, for the past two movies before
that, being able to take the hockey mask off
between shots s0 [ could get & breather.
Taking the mazk off your face, even if yoo
have makeup oo, 115 a bell of a lof easser
to catch wour breath. So, with the new
makeup, and having the hockey mask im-
bedded into the flesh, [ couldn’t take the
mask off. And if I got really winded doing

"I ’T_?-l-_l_ﬂﬂkiﬂg forward to kicking Freddj;’s ass!
I've been wanting to do that for years!"

you didn’t see hum that often.

G.ASP.: Do vou ever wish you could
spend more time as an actor than & stunt-
man’

KH: I've been doong a kot more acting
roles, nsmally that have some kind of st
attached to them, Bul veah, what I'd really
like to do is be able to do the part before [
do the stunt.

G.ASP.: Was your now classic cameo
line as the FBI agent in Jason Goes To Hell
{*Jason's nothing but a big old possy any-
way.") scopted or ad-libbed?

kKH: Meather, [t
wasn't  scripl-
ed baot Adam
(Marcos - direc-
tor) and 1 jmst
ran zome lines
back and forih
o see whal we
thought was the
best. amd that
spemed o be
one of the better
ones. Ta" know,
the insicke joke.

G.A S P What
comes o omd
a5 bemg our
most  difficult
moment  play-
ing Jason?

end of part 6 where Jason is held by the
chain to the rock, but land of floating wp-
right. And to recreate that was really hard
becanse | had to be tied o the bottom of the
poal and T had to breath on a scuba system.
And then each time they rolled the camera
I had to hold my breath with the mask on
and then waii for the reguolstor o Come
back afier they cut. Two days of that was
just totally exhapsting.

And then part 8..well, lst's go to Jason
Goes To Hell: the fight scene st the end
between myself amd the “Seven' charscicr
woas really hard. Wee did a lot more fightmg
then they used in the film; a lot of it they cut
out. But it was also exhansting becanss 1

Friday the 13th, Part VIII: Jason Takes Manhattan - cool photo, crappy movie.
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something, like shaking the monkey bars
and tipping them over, it was really hard
to catch my breath with the mask on.

But probably the tops would be in part 8:
and it doesn't even seem like much, but it's
just the circumstances imvolved when [ was
killmg the girl on the dance floor on board
the ship. It was filmed on a real ship and it
was a stuffy room anyway because there
was no ventilation - it was like in the middle
of the ship and the dance floor we were
standing on had hehts nside of it and the
lights for the scene itself - it was 50 hot in
there and I had to keep picking this actress
up and literally bolding her up i the air.
My bead was pounding so hard - not from
pain, but it just
felt liee my
hiert wis in my
head - T was so
overheated and
exhansted that
I felt a feow
times like [ was
poing o pass
out. They had
io kesp pous-
mg 1ce  walker
down my back
because people
that know real-
ize that I"m fo-
tally encased m
latex head to toe
amd thers"s no
part of my skin
that breathes.
It's mot like the
Freddy makeup
where 1t's just




on vour face and hands. And so that's
probably the herdest thing 1 ever done as
Jason. Everybody else m there was dymng
of the heat and they were just in shorts
und t-shirts.

Sowhen | finally threw the smntgirl oo
the deck, which was pretty much the end of
the scene, | was ready to fuckin' leave and
1 just ossed her. Tt was that stuntgirl's first
stunt and she had o let me hold her up in
the air and just slam her down. She's al-
ready dead so she can't pat ber hands out
to break her fall. She hit hard (laughs).

G.AS.P.: Now do the actors get mio it as
far as coming up 0 you and planning out
thiir *deaths ™

KH: On the set, if I'm in the makeup, |
diom*t really talk to them much, [ st kind of
stalk around staring at them. “What the
fuck is this puy doing - now he’s ponna’
erab me and do what?”

G.ASP.: As a stuntman, have you en-
countered any major hazards?

KH: Well, ust gettmg burned.
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Diving for duckets - stuntman Hodder leaps for an episode of Days (M COur Lives.

(i.A.SP.: Having met vou & few times, |
noticed the scars - | didn't know whether
or oot it was a touchy subject.

Kane and friend.

EH: 1 dom't hke to doell on it, but | don’
mind talking about it a little bit. It’s justa
fire stont that didn't go nght.

G.AS.P.: | read somewhers it was for a
TV pilot that never ared.

KH: Exactly. It never ared and | never
even saw the footage. So that's the only
time ["ve ever been seriously huri, a lot of
banging around but that comes with the
territory.

G.A.5.P.: What are some of your hobbies?
Being a stuntman do you go sky diving,
bungee jumping, or ¢o you just leave that
stuff to vour day job?

KH: People like to do something other
than what they do at work. So [ ke to come
home and read. 1 do like (o do some of
thoss things once in a while, but most of
the things that everybody says, “Hey, lets
do that - that'd be a thrill." And [ =y,
"Well it's not a big deal really.”

(.ALS.P.: What projects have you worked
on recently?

KH: [ was just doing some dialog looping
last week for Pumpkinhead 2. 1 play a
character m that cne, That will be comung
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The end or another new beginning?
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